SIS 202: CULTURAL INTERACTIONS IN AN  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INTERDEPENDENT WORLD
Spring Quarter 2008
Professor Cabeiri Robinson
Lecture: MWF 11:30-12:20, 210 Kane Hall
Office: 429 Thomson Hall
Discussion Sections: TTh, various times

Office Hours: Mondays 2:00-5:00P
Website: //faculty.washington.edu/cdr33/SIS202
Email (emergency only): cdr33@u.washington.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

SIS 202 introduces a critical approach to understanding the relationship between culture and politics in the contemporary world.  Specifically, it examines how the systems of meaning and social organization we call ‘culture(s)’ organize the experiences, ideologies, and institutions of power which we call ‘politics’ at the local, national, and international level.   
This course examines the relationship between culture and politics by focusing on the problem of political violence and its relationship to society and culture in the post-WWII world.  The questions this course will address include:  In what ways are strategies of power produced through practices which are culturally organized?  How does power become internalized and personalized so that people actively reproduce it?  What does it mean to rule by fear rather than by consent or even coercion? What does it mean for a society to become ‘militarized’?  What are ‘cultures of terror’ and how are practices such as torture ‘modern’ political practices?   How do cultural expectations shape international recognition of conflicts as ‘war’, ‘civil insurgency’, or ‘terrorism’, and how do cultural expectations frame people and populations as ‘victims’, ‘refugees’, ‘perpetrators’ or ‘terrorists’?  What is the distinction between modern and postmodern warfare and how do their political cultures differ? 
This course adopts an ethnographic perspective to examine these questions. By drawing on case studies from the US, South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa, we examine how the violent practices and logics of modern political rule have become a part of ‘normal’ interactions of everyday social and cultural life on a global scale.  At the end of the course, students will have learned the terms, concepts, and theories of socio-culturally informed studies of international political culture. They will have the ability to use ethnographic evidence and anthropological perspectives to participate in debates about the problem of contemporary political violence, and they will understand how employ social and cultural information in explanations of contemporary political problems.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Course Design:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This course meets for three 50 min. lectures (MWF) and two required discussion sections (TTh) each week.  My lectures will elaborate the readings, provide background, and clarify difficult issues. My goal is to inspire your analytical and critical discussions in sections.  The sections are taught as seminar discussions by Teaching Assistants.  The TAs will also use section time to provide the direction that you need to complete the written assignments.   The TAs and I are also available during office hours.  Additionally, we have scheduled CLUE sessions on Monday and Thursday evenings.  I will also post resources and information on assignments on the course website (http://faculty.washington.edu/cdr33/sis202/); the course handouts referenced in this syllabus are available on this website.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & ASSIGNMENTS:  
All assignments are designed to give students many occasions to integrate critical analytic skills through reading, writing, and discussion and to give students many opportunities to demonstrate engagement with the course materials. 
There will be 3 book précis and short topical response papers, a 5-6 page analytic essay using course readings, discussions and writing workshops in sections, current events quizzes, and a short answer final exam on lecture and reading materials.  These varied assignments are designed to give you many opportunities to demonstrate your mastery of key concepts and the quality of your thinking on the important issues we examine in this course.  You will have the opportunity to revise all of your papers and essays before they are graded.

Evaluation Criteria:

Grades will be based on six weekly response papers, participation in section, four quizzes, a final exam, and a research paper. Your final grade will reflect your full participation in this course weighted as follows:

	Participation in section and lecture hour:
	20 percent of total

	Quizzes: 
	10 percent

	Final exam: 
	20 percent

	3 Topical response essay Packets: 

Inclusive Book survey, Book précis, & Topical response
	30 percent 

	Integrative essay packet:
Inclusive Draft & Final essay
	20 percent


Readings:

You should read assignments before coming to class on the day for which they are assigned. Section discussions may focus on any of the readings assigned before the section meeting.  All of the writing assignments in the course are based on the assigned readings. 

Articles and book chapters which are assigned readings in the course are available via Odegaard's electronic reserve offerings. These readings can be accessed at http://catalog.lib.washington.edu/search~/; on the right hand side under “Course Reserves,” click to search “By Professor.” At the search screen, type in “Robinson,” then click on "SIS202." Along the way you will be prompted to enter your UW NetID and Password.  For copyright protection reasons, articles and book chapters are only available though Odegaard's electronic reserve offerings.  You also should read the New York Times regularly, focusing on the lead national and international stories. You will have an opportunity to subscribe at a student rate during the first week of class.  

We will read four books in the class; the books are required texts, and they are available at the University Bookstore:

Hugh Gusterson (1996)  Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War. 

Cynthia Keppley Mahmood (1996)  Fighting for Faith and Nation: Dialogues with Sikh Militants. 

Julie Marie Peteet (2005)  Landscape of Hope and Despair : Palestinian Refugee Camps. 

Carolyn Nordstrom (2004)  Shadows of War: Violence, Power, and International Profiteering in 

                                            the Twenty-First Century. 

As you will realize, not all of the authors we read agree with each other, and I do not agree with all of the authors.  You will have many opportunities in discussion and in writing to analyze, compare, and evaluate the issues and arguments presented by these authors and in my lectures.  
Participation:

We teach the sections for this course as seminars.  Seminars are discussion circles in which learning and refinement of understanding develops though collective discussion and debate with other students.  You are expected to attend all sections and partici​pate in the discussions.  Discussions will be based on the course readings, films, and lectures, with a focus on the readings.  In order to participate in the discussions, you should have completed the readings assigned prior to the section meeting.  Your TA will discuss evaluation criteria for your participation grade with you during the first section meeting by showing you a copy of the evaluation sheet you will receive at the end of the quarter.  This is also posted on the course website.  
Extra credit: It is likely you will have the opportunity to attend public lectures. Extra credit will count towards your participation grade. You must have a base average participation grade of 2.0 in order to get extra credit points for attending outside lectures.

Quizzes:

There will be 3 brief current events quizzes. Questions will be based on major events covered in the national and international sections of the New York Times. Quizzes will be held on the Mondays of Weeks 3, 6, and 9. To be successful on the quiz, you need to be familiar with the major current events stories of the weeks leading up to the Sunday before the quiz. 

Final Exam:

The final examination will consist of map questions, key word and concept identifications, and 2 essay questions (one based on an article from the New York Times).  At the end of each of the major sections of the course, I will post a review sheet on the course website site which makes note of the major concepts and terms we discussed in that section of the course. On June 2nd, you will receive a final review sheet to help you prepare for the exam. The final examination is Wed., June 11th, 2:30-4:20P in 210 Smith Hall.  The final exam will be closed book. 

Essays and Writing Assignments:

Writing is a process and a tool which will help you clarify your thinking and sharpen your analytic skills.  It is not a mere product of already formulated ideas; for this reason, you will write several short assignments and essays which will help you clarify your understanding of the readings and sharpen your own arguments about the issues they raise.  You will submit all of your writing work in packets, and the packet as a whole will be evaluated and graded.  You will always have an opportunity re-write your drafts before they are graded.

(1) Topical Response Packets:

For 3 of the books we will read in this course, you will prepare a book survey, a book précis, and a brief expository essay which responds to one of the questions which I will pose to the class (you will always have a choice of questions to answer).  You will turn in 3 packets of survey, précis, and topical response paper with an evaluation cover sheet.  The evaluation sheet is designed to give you detailed feedback on your writing which you can use to identify areas for improvement; it is available on the course website.    

· Book Surveys: I will teach you how to do a book survey in class on April 9th.
· DUE: April 10, April 24, May 8
· Book Précis: A book précis is a brief critical summary of a scholarly work.  A critical summary undertakes to (1) summarize the author’s argument, (2) explain how the author gathered evidence and interprets that evidence, and (3) examine why the study is an important contribution to the understanding of an important issue.  Each précis should be approximately 2-3 pages (500-750 words only).  I will teach you how to write a book précis in class on April 9th.
· DUE: April 15, April 29, May 13

· Topical Response Papers: After engaging in discussion about the book in your section seminar, you will prepare a short expository essay of 2 double-spaced pages (500-600 words only).  These response papers will require you to respond to a question using the ethnography and additional course readings that address the question.  The questions will be posted on the course website at 5PM on Thursday after you complete your discussion of the book.

· DUE: April 22, May 6, May 20

· Packet Submission:   You are encouraged to revise your response paper based on the peer review of your first draft.  Your grade will be based on your final draft and on the process of your thinking as represented by the packet as a whole. You will turn in your packet of survey, précis, and response essay (first and final drafts) stapled to an evaluation cover sheet on the day the packet is due.  

· DUE: April 24, May 8, May 22

(2) Final Integrative Essay:
There is no research paper assigned in this course.  You will have done all of the necessary preparatory work for writing the final paper by doing the course readings, participating in seminar discussions, and writing the topical response papers.  

The final essay for the class will require you to answer a question by integrating readings from the entire quarter. (You will choose from a list of options which will be available on the course website on May 27th.) Papers should run no more than 6 pages (maximum 1500 words on letter-size paper, with 12 point, double-spaced text, and margins at least one-inch but no more than 1-1/2 inch).  A full explanation of the assignment is also available on the course website and will be discussed in section meeting at the end of the course.  You will turn in a packet of draft paper, peer review, and final essay with an evaluation cover sheet (available on the course website) on the day the packet is due.
· DUE: Draft of Essay, June 3

· DUE: Final Essay Packet, June 5 

NB: Important Points

· Note about topics: You will be given a choice of questions as topics for your response papers and the integrative essay topic.  You will get the list of questions for each topical response paper at the end of section on Thursday after completing the discussion of each book that we read in the course as indicated in the ‘SCHEDULE’ section of this syllabus.

· Note about submissions: All written work must be submitted as a process package with book survey, book précis, peer review, and topical response paper stapled to the evaluation cover sheet which is available on the course website.  Students are completely responsible for keeping track of all parts of the assignment for each book and submitting it as a package.  Packages are not acceptable without a cover sheet.  Packages must be stapled together. Any package submitted with a missing piece of the assignment will be evaluated as if that part of the assignment was not done.  Any missing piece will therefore drop the total grade by 1.0 pts on a 4.0 scale.  If you lose any piece of the packet, do submit the rest of your work for credit and for feedback.  (If you later find your missing piece, we will adjust the grade).  

· Note about deadlines: All written work is due at the start of the Tuesday Section meeting; no late submissions will be accepted. Students who have not completed written assignments on time can not participate in section workshops based on written work.  You should expect that any late portion of an assignment will impact both your participation and writing grades.  

· Note about not submitting one of the assignments: You must complete all assignments for this course in order to pass the course.  A grade of “0” for any required course work (a précis and response paper packet, the essay paper packet, participation, average of quizzes, etc.) will result in a failing grade in the course.   If you do not do one of the parts of an assignment on time, you should pass in the rest of the packet on time (for a reduced grade) so that you do not fail the course.
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS
	PART I (Weeks 1-3)

Introduction:  Political Culture and Global Interdependence



	March 31
	Lecture: COURSE INTRODUCTION: Objectives and Requirements

	
	NOTE: Students are expected to read this syllabus carefully before attending their first discussion section meeting on Thursday, April 3.

	April 1
	SECTION: NO SECTION MEETING


	April 2
	Lecture: Encountering Cultural Difference

	
	Required Readings (online reserve only):

Miner, Horace

1956        Body Ritual among the Nacirema. American Anthropologist 58(3):503-507.



	April 3
	SECTION: INTRODUCTIONS AND ORIENTATIONS

	
	Required Readings:

SIS 202 Course syllabus



	April 4 
	lECTURE: Culture and power 

	
	Required Readings: 

Mitchell, Timothy

1989         The World as Exhibition. Comparative Studies in Society and History 31(2):217-236.

Haraway, Donna

1985
Teddy Bear Patriarchy: Taxidermy in the Garden of Eden, New York City, 1908-1936. Social Text 11(Winter, 1984-1985):20-64.



	April 7
	Lecture: Thinking anthropo-logically 

	
	Required Readings:
Barnard, Alan, and Jonathan Spencer

2002
Culture. In Encyclopedia of social and cultural anthropology. A. Barnard and J. Spencer, eds. Pp. 136-142. London ; New York: Routledge.

Viveiros deCastro, Eduardo

2002
Society. In Encyclopedia of social and cultural anthropology. A. Barnard and J. Spencer, eds. Pp. 514-522. London ; New York: Routledge.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Trouillot, Michel-Rolph

2003 The Anthropology of the State in the Age of Globalization In Global Transformations:      

                  Anthropology and the Modern World. Pp. 79-96. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 



	April 8
	SECTION: Discussion of Readings



	April 9
April 9, cont.
	Lecture: Reading Ethnographic texts

	
	Required Readings:
Sanjek, Roger

2002
Ethnography. In Encyclopedia of social and cultural anthropology. A. Barnard and J. Spencer, eds. Pp. 193-198. London ; New York: Routledge.

Gusterson, Hugh

1996
Nuclear rites : a weapons laboratory at the end of the Cold War. Berkeley: University of California Press. Pp.  1-14, 219-231
Bring handouts to class (print from website): 
“Critical Reading Guide for Scholarly Articles and Books”

“Reading Ethnographic Texts”



	April 10

 
	SECTION: Discussion of Readings

	
	Due: Book Survey of Nuclear Rites

Bring handouts to section (print from website): 
“Gusterson Reading and Discussion Guide”

	April 11
	Lecture: Culture, politics, and Everyday Life 

	
	Required Readings:
Gusterson,  Nuclear Rites  Pp 15-130


	April 14
	Lecture: the idea of the state

	
	**First New York Times Quiz**

	
	Required Readings:

Gusterson, Hugh Nuclear Rites  Pp 131-218, 232-250


	April 15
	SECTION: Book Discussion

	
	Due: Book Précis of Nuclear Rites


	April 16
	Lecture: The State Effect

	
	Required Readings:

Steinmetz, George

1999        Introduction: Culture and the State. In State/ Culture:State Formation After the Cultural                            

                Turn. G. Steinmetz, ed. Pp. 1-50. Ithaca: Cornell University. (Read only pp. 1-29)

Mitchell, Timothy

1991
The Limits of the State: Beyond Statist Approaches and Their Critics. American Political Science Review 85(1):77-96.



	April 17
	SECTION:  Book Discussion, cont.

	
	Handouts (available on website at 5PM): 
“Choice of questions for Topical Response Paper 1”


	April 18
	Lecture: The body and Modern Politics 

	
	Required Readings:

Foucault, Michel

1979  The Means of Correct Training In Discipline and Punish. Pp. 170-194.  New York: Vintage 

           Books.

Handouts (print from website): 
“SIS 202 Part One Review Guide: Terms and Concepts”


	PART II (Weeks 4-8)

Political Violence & (Inter)National (Dis)Order



	April 21
	Lecture:  Modernity and Violence

	
	Required Readings:
  Mamdani, Mahmood
  2004     Introduction: Modernity and Violence In Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold 
               War, and the Roots of Terror. Pp. 3–16.  New York: Pantheon Books.  
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Anderson, Benedict
1991      Imagined Communities. London: Verso. Pp. 1-46 

              (Chapters 1-3: Introduction, Cultural Roots, and The Origins of National Consciousness)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 Winichakul, Thongchai 
1994       The Presence of Nationhood. In Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation. pp. 
                1-19. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 

	April 22
	SECTION: Peer Review of Response Paper & Workshop on Summary,                   

                     Synthesis, and Analysis Critical Writing

	
	Due: Draft Topical Response Paper 1
Bring handouts to section (print from website): 
“AAA Style Guide”



	April 23
	Lecture:  national Belonging and International Order

	
	Required Readings:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Mahmood, Cynthia Keppley
1996     Fighting for Faith and Nation: Dialogues with Sikh Militants. Philadelphia: University of 
             Pennsylvania Press.  Pp. 1-25, 262-276


	April 24
	SECTION:  Discussion of Readings

	
	Submit to TA:  Paper Packet 1
Due: Book Survey of Fighting for Faith and Nation
Bring handouts to class (print from website): 
“Mahmood Reading and Discussion Guide”



	April 25
	lECTURE:  VIOLENCE AND STATE FORMATION

	
	Required Readings:
Mahmood, Fighting for Faith and Nation. Pp. 26-106



	April 28
	Lecture:  VIOLENCE AND POLITICS

	
	Required Readings (Online reserves only):

   Mahmood, Fighting for Faith and Nation. Pp. 107-261


	April 29
	SECTION:  Book Discussion

	
	Due: Book Précis of Fighting for Faith and Nation



	April 30
	Lecture:  Violence and Everyday Life 

	
	Required Readings:

  Green, Linda

  1999      Living in a State of Fear In Fear as a Way of Life : Mayan Widows in Rural Guatemala. Pp. 

               55-79. New York: Columbia University Press.


	May 1

 
	SECTION:  Book Discussion, cont.

	
	Handouts (available on website at 5PM): 
“Choice of questions for Topical Response Paper 2”


	May 2 
	Lecture:  Torture and Modernity 

	
	Required Readings:

Asad, Talal 
1997      On Torture, or Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment. In Human Rights Culture and   

              Context: Anthropological Perspectives. R. A. Wilson, ed. pp. 111-133. Chicago: Pluto Press.


	May 5
	Lecture:  TORTURE, Terror, and the State

	
	**Second New York Times Quiz**

	
	Required Readings:

Wilson, Richard
1997      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Representing Human Rights Violations: Social Contexts and Subjectivities. In Human Rights 
             Culture and Context: Anthropological Perspectives. R. A. Wilson, ed. pp. 134-160. Chicago:   

              Pluto Press
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Zulaika, Joseba, and William A. Douglas
1996      Categories and Allegories & Terror, Taboo, and the Wild Man. In Terror and Taboo: The  

              Follies, Fables, and Faces of Terrorism. Pp. 91-119, 149-190. New York: Routledge 


	May 6
	SECTION:   Peer Review of Response Paper & Discussion of Readings

	
	Due: Draft Topical Response Paper 2 



	May 7
	Lecture:  tHE ‘nATionAL ORDER’ OF THINGS 

	
	Required Readings:
Malkki, Liisa

1992
National Geographic: the rooting of peoples and the territorialization of national identity among scholars and refugees. Cultural Anthropology 7(1):24-44.
Peteet, Julie Marie

2005
Landscape of hope and despair : Palestinian refugee camps. Philadelphia, Pa.: University of Pennsylvania Press.  Pp. 1-33, 217-226.


	May 8
	SECTION:  Discussion of Readings

	
	Submit to TA:  Paper Packet 2

Due: Book Survey of Landscapes of Hope and despair
Bring handouts to class (print from website): 
“Peteet Reading and Discussion Guide”



	May 9
	Lecture:  CULTURE AS A CLASSIFICATORY SYSTEM

	
	Required Readings:

   Peteet, Julie 2005 Landscape of hope and despair. Pp. 34-93


	May 12
	Workshop: Critical Perspectives on Process oriented writing

	
	Required Readings:
  Peteet, Julie 2005 Landscape of hope and despair. Pp. 94-216


	May 13
	SECTION:   Book Discussion

	
	Due: Book Précis of Landscapes of Hope and Despair



	May 14
	Lecture: REFUGEES AND DE-POLITIZATION

	
	Required Readings:

Malkki, Liisa
1996
Speechless Emissaries: Refugees, Humanitarianism, and Dehistoricization. Cultural Anthropology 11(3):377-404.


	May 15

 
	SECTION:  Book Discussion, cont.

	
	Handouts (available on website at 5PM): 
“Choice of questions for Topical Response Paper 3”


	May 16
	Lecture:   tHE POLITICAL CULTURE OF HUMANITARIANism

	
	Required Readings:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ignatieff, Michael

1997       Unarmed Warriors. In The New Yorker. Vol. March 24, 1997. pp. 54-71.ll

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Gourenvitch, Philip

1998        We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Children. New 

                 York: Farrar Straus and Giroux.  (Selections: pp. 15-42, 85-100, 147-171)

Handouts (print from website): 
“Nordstrom Reading and Discussion Guide”


	May 19
	Lecture:   hOT pEACE and COLD wAR

	
	Required Readings:

   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nordstrom, Carolyn

2004       Shadows of War : Violence, Power, and International Profiteering in the Twenty-First 
              Century. Berkeley: University of California Press. Pp. 1-137

	May 20
	SECTION:   Peer Review of Response Paper & Discussion of Readings

	
	Due: Draft Topical Response Paper 3


	May 21
	Lecture:  NOT-WAR-NOT-PEACE

	
	Required Readings:

   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nordstrom, Shadows of War Pp. 139-250

	May 22
	SECTION:  Book Discussion

	
	Submit to TA:  Paper Packet 3


	May 23
	Lecture: POST-nATIONAL wARS AND the ‘NEW HUMANITARIANISM’

	
	Required Readings:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lutz, Catherine

2002      Making War at Home in the United States: Militarization and the Current Crisis. American 
              Anthropologist 104(3):723-735.


	May 26
	Lecture: NO CLASS- University Holiday

	
	Handouts (print from website): 
“SIS 202 Part II Review Guide: Terms and Concepts”


	May 27
	SECTION:   Book Discussion, cont.

	
	Handouts (available on website at 5PM): 
“Choice of questions for Integrative Essay”



	
PART III (Week 9.5)

Contemporary Debates and Vexed Issues



	May 28
	Lecture:  Debates of OUr Times: The Global Grey Zone

	
	**Third New York Times Quiz**

	
	Required Readings:

Readings for today are from a series of short pieces most easily available as links to on-line sources.  See course website for active links. 



	May 29
	SECTION:  Discussion of Readings

	May 30 
	lECTURE:  Debates Of OUr Times: The Human Terrain of  

                       Global Counter-Insurgency

	
	Required Readings:

Readings for today are from a series of short pieces most easily available as links to on-line sources.  See course website for active links. 



	June 2
	lECTURE:  Problems of ethics and Action

	
	Required Readings:
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy

1995
The Primacy of the Ethical: Propositions for a Militant Anthropology. Current Anthropology 36(3):409-440.

Gledhill, John

2000
Anthropology and politics: Commitment, Responsibility, and the Academy. In Power and its disguises: anthropological perspectives on politics. Pp. 214-242. London: Pluto Press.

Handouts (print from website): 
“SIS 202 Final Exam Study Guide”


	PART IV (Week 10)

Conclusions



	June 3
	SECTION: Integrative Essay Draft Peer Review & Discussion of Readings

	
	Due: Integrative Essay Draft 


	June 4
	Lecture:   Culture and International Order



	June 5
	SECTION:  Conclusions and Review

	
	Submit to TA:  Integrative Essay Final Draft and Packet


	June 6 
	lECTURE:   Global Political Culture



	June 9 (Monday)
	ALTERNATE FINAL EXAM

10:30-12:20, Room TBA


	June 11 (Weds) 
	FINAL EXAM

2:30-4:20 PM, Kane Hall 210


SIS 200-201-202 SERIES LEARNING OBJECTIVES
SIS202 is not your typical introductory undergraduate course. The Jackson School's SIS 200-series courses are among the more difficult introductory courses at the UW.  In these classes, we cater to students who are committed to making the most of their education. We provide them the opportunity to acquire and refine analytic, reading, and writing skills that will serve them well throughout their studies and in future incarnations in the so-called "real world." 

Through the lectures, sections, readings, and written assignments, students will:

	· Develop an ability to think holistically: to see the whole as well as the parts.
	· Develop an informed appreciation of other cultures and non-American points of view.

	· Develop appropriate study skills,        strategies, and habits.
	· Develop an informed historical perspective.

	· Develop and improve discussion, reading, and writing skills.
	· Develop an informed concern about contemporary political and social issues.

	· Develop the ability to synthesize and integrate information and ideas.
	· Develop an informed and critical perspective on current world events and issues.

	· Develop the ability to distinguish between fact and opinion.
	· Develop the capacity to think for themselves.


SIS 202 COURSE SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	· Learn the terms, concepts, and theories of socio-culturally informed studies of international political culture.
	· Develop the ability to use ethnographic and anthropological information and ideas to explain contemporary political and social problems. 

	· Understand socio-cultural explanations about the problem of contemporary political violence.
	· Develop and improve the ability to synthesize and analyze different ideas and theories about contemporary political and social problems.


CAMPUS SUPPORT FOR SIS202 STUDENTS

We recognize that this is a very demanding course. Students seeking additional support and guidance can use the evening CLUE program in Mary Gates Hall (http://depts.washington.edu/clue/). SIS202 CLUE sessions will be held Mondays and Thursdays from 6:30-8 p.m. in MGH 254.  Sessions are open to any kinds of concerns (questions or follow-up about content, assignments, current events, etc.).

For additional help with writing assignments, consult the JSIS/Political Science Writing Center (http://depts.washington.edu/pswrite/), located in Gowen 105, during its daily hours. In the evenings, CLUE runs a writing center in the Mary Gates Hall Gateway Center from 7 p.m. – midnight, Sundays through Thursdays.

SIS 202 LECTURE AND SECTION POLICIES
· When contacting your TA or professor by email, you can expect a response within 24 hours M-F.  You can not expect a response on the weekends, or in less than 24 hours, although we will respond during those times if we are able.
· Please remember that my M 2-5 office hours are for you.  You do not need to have a ‘problem’ to come to office hours—come to talk about ideas related to the class, about what excites or confuses you.  I enjoy my interactions with students, and in a large class such as this one, office hours will be one of the few opportunities we will have to talk directly. 

· Written assignments have been developed to help you master important concepts and develop analytic skills. Deviations from this schedule impede the overall learning goals of the course, and therefore no late assignments will be accepted for credit and no extensions given.  

· Your participation grade depends on your participation in work and discussions in the section to which you are assigned. Section discussion can not be reproduced and therefore can not be made up. 
· Students who have not completed written assignments on time can not participate in section workshops based on written work.  You should expect that any late (and therefore unacceptable) portion of an assignment will impact both your participation and writing grades.  
· In cases of truly extraordinary circumstances, I will be happy to consider your written proposal for completing course work accompanied by a letter of support from your academic advisor.  Your TA will not authorize any late submissions without conferring with me, and I will not consult with your TA without written documentation of your truly extraordinary circumstance. 

· If you have any concerns about the course, please see your section TA as soon as they arise (including questions about assignments, help understanding course materials, concerns about grades, etc.).   If you are not satisfied with your TA’s explanations or steps taken to resolve a problem, or if you feel uncomfortable discussing your concerns with your TA, please discuss your concern with me in office hours.  My office hours and email address are listed at the head of this syllabus.
· Notices of extra credit events and issues related to the class will be sent over the lecture class list. Your @u.washington.edu address is the address on my class list serve.  It is your responsibility to check your email for notices. 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS*
COURSES, GRADING, ACADEMIC CONDUCT

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as the use of creations, ideas or words of publicly available work without formally acknowledging the author or source through appropriate use of quotation marks, references, and the like.  Plagiarizing is presenting someone else’s work as one’s own original work or thought.  This constitutes plagiarism whether it is intentional or unintentional.  The University of Washington takes plagiarism very seriously. Plagiarism may lead to disciplinary action by the University against the student who submitted the work.  Any student who is uncertain whether his or her use of the work of others constitutes plagiarism should consult the course instructor for guidance before formally submitting the course work involved. (Sources: UW Graduate School Style Manual; UW Bothell Catalog; UW Student Conduct Code)

Incompletes 

An incomplete is given only when the student has been in attendance and has done satisfactory work until within two weeks of the end of the quarter and has furnished proof satisfactory to the instructor that the work cannot be completed because of illness or other circumstances beyond the student’s control. (Source: UW General Catalog 1998-2000, p. 34.)

Grade Appeal Procedure

A student who believes he or she has been improperly graded must first discuss the matter with the instructor.  If the student is not satisfied with the instructor’s explanation, the student may submit a written appeal to the director of the Jackson School with a copy of the appeal also sent to the instructor.  The director consults with the instructor to ensure that the evaluation of the student’s performance has not been arbitrary or capricious.  Should the director believe the instructor’s conduct to be arbitrary or capricious and the instructor declines to revise the grade, the director, with the approval of the voting members of his or her faculty, shall appoint an appropriate member, or members, of the faculty of the Jackson School to evaluate the performance of the student and assign a grade.  The Dean and Provost should be informed of this action.  Once a student submits a written appeal, this document and all subsequent actions on this appeal are recorded in written form for deposit in a School file. (Source: UW General Catalog 1998-2000, p. 34.)
Concerns about a Course, an Instructor, or a Teaching Assistant

If you have any concerns about a Jackson School course or your instructor, please see the instructor about these concerns as soon as possible.  If you are not comfortable talking with the instructor or not satisfied with the response that you receive, you may contact Anand Yang, Director of the Jackson School, in 406 Thomson Hall (543-4373).

If you have any concerns about a teaching assistant, please see the teaching assistant about these concerns as soon as possible. If you are not comfortable talking with the teaching assistant or not satisfied with the response that you receive, you may contact the instructor in charge of the course. If you are still not satisfied with the response that you receive, you may contact Anand Yang, Director of the Jackson School, in 406 Thomson Hall (543-4373), or the Graduate School at 200 Gerberding Hall (543-5900).  For your reference, these procedures are posted on a Jackson School bulletin board in the Student Services Office, Room 111 Thomson Hall.
POLICIES, RULES, RESOURCES

Equal Opportunity

The University of Washington reaffirms its policy of equal opportunity regardless of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, disability, or status as a disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran in accordance with University of Washington policy and applicable federal and state statutes and regulations.

Disability Accommodation

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for individuals with disabilities.  For information or to request disability accommodation contact: Disabled Students Services (Seattle campus) at (206) 543-8924/V, (206) 543-8925/TTY, (206) 616-8379/Fax, or e-mail at uwdss@u.washington.edu; Bothell Student Affairs at (425) 352-5000/V; (425) 352-5303/TTY, (425) 352-5335/Fax, or e-mail at uwbothel@u.washington.edu; Tacoma Student Services at (253) 552-4000/V, (253) 552-4413/TTY, (253) 552-4414/Fax.

Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment is defined as the use of one’s authority or power, either explicitly or implicitly, to coerce another into unwanted sexual relations or to punish another for his or her refusal, or as the creation by a member of the University community of an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working or educational environment through verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature. 

If you believe that you are being harassed, seek help—the earlier the better.  You may speak with your instructor, your teaching assistant, the director of student services (111 Thomson), or the director of the Jackson School (406 Thomson).  In addition, you should be aware that the University has designated special people to help you.  They are: University Ombudsman and Ombudsman for Sexual Harassment (for complaints involving faculty members and teaching assistants) Lois Price Spratlen, 301 Student Union, 543-0283 or 543-6028; and the University Complaint Investigation and Resolution Office, 616-2028.  (Sources: UW Graduate School, CIDR, Office of the President)

Office of Scholarly Integrity

The Office of Scholarly Integrity is housed in the Graduate School under the Vice-Provost and Dean of the Graduate School.  The Office of Scholarly Integrity assumes responsibility for investigating and resolving allegations of scientific and scholarly misconduct by faculty, students, and staff of the University of Washington.  The Office of Scholarly Integrity coordinates, in consultation and cooperation with the Schools and Colleges, inquiries and investigations into allegations of scientific and scholarly misconduct.  The Office of Scholarly Integrity is responsible for compliance with reporting requirements established by various Federal and other funding agencies in matters of scientific or scholarly misconduct.  The Office of Scholarly Integrity maintains all records resulting from inquiries and investigations of such allegations.  University rules (Handbook, Vol. II, Section 25-51, Executive Order #61) define scientific and scholarly misconduct to include the following forms of inappropriate activities: intentional misrepresentation of credentials; falsification of data; plagiarism; abuse of confidentiality; deliberate violation of regulations applicable to research.  Students can report cases of scientific or scholarly misconduct either to the Office of Scholarly Integrity, to their faculty adviser, or the department chair.  The student should report such problems to whomever he or she feels most comfortable.  (Sources: UW web page (http://www.grad.washington.edu/OSI/osi.htm); minutes of Grad School Executive Staff and Division Heads meeting, 7/23/98)






* Adapted from material prepared by the UW Department of History and used with permission.






